
Levelling the playing field: raising  
£10m to close the education gap  
for children in poverty and crisis

The Chances for  
Children Campaign



You provided all the things I needed to  
make this moment possible and if I could  
I would invite Frank Buttle himself to  
see me walk on that graduation stage.



From crisis points to turning points

The way I described receiving a grant to somebody the other day  
was like being given a whole new start after such a horrible few years.  
It’s like deleting bad memories to make room for new happy ones.

We are so grateful for what we received. I think the best  
thing is their membership to the leisure centre ...seeing them 
swimming and laughing and not worrying is just priceless.

For the older child who was struggling with anxiety and low school attendance,  
the opportunity to attend her after school and weekend activity helped her develop 
in confidence (own abilities and interactions with others) which means that she 
is attending school regularly and enjoyed her experience. The laptops that were 
purchased have also helped both girls with their homework and the younger child  
now looks forward to completing projects as she has the equipment needed.

Quotes from Buttle UK grant beneficiaries 2019-2020



Almost

including an extra

have been plunged into poverty in the 
UK as a result of the COVID-19 crisis.

700,000 people

120,000 children

Application rates to 
Buttle UK have been

than they were before the pandemic.
40-50% higher

Disadvantaged children

were already 18 months  
behind their peers before the pandemic.

The Facts
 There are currently 

defined as living in poverty in the UK.
3.9m children 
That’s of all  

children27%
Around

were going without basics such as  
meals, showers and heating in 2022.

7.2m people  



Our Experience
The issues facing children living in low income 
homes are complex, and an increase in one 
problem can often exacerbate others.

Chances for Children grants are designed to 
address multiple needs and work alongside 
other support being receiving locally. 

They offer a genuine chance for  
change in a child’s life through

Greater engagement in education 

Addressing trauma 

Improved wellbeing 

Meeting basic needs 

Reducing stress in the home



Our Proven Method
A network of hundreds of frontline services  
apply on behalf of the children, young people  
and families they work with, ensuring we  
target support where it is needed most.

These organisations also administer the  
funds once awarded, creating appropriate  
due diligence in the process.

for children & young 
people impacted by  
recent crisis to fund 
items and activities

To increase capacity to engage  
in education and improve  
social & emotional wellbeing

To support:

A safe and nurturing place  
to develop and grow up in 

Access to activities that promote  
wellbeing and build support networks

for children whose  
home environment is  
disruptive and chaotic

Grants of  
up to £2,000

Grants to cover  
boarding fees



Our Results To Date
Between 2016-2021 we raised our first 
£10m. From this 13,000 children and young 
people have been supported across the UK.

80%
of parents now feel  
their home meets the 
families’ basic needs

72%
of parents feel  
that their children’s  
wellbeing has improved

70%
of parents feel their  
children’s engagement  
with education has improved



IT equipment for over 
3,600 children & young people

Therapy for 
400 children & young people

Clothing for nearly 
2,500 children & young people

After school activities and extra tuition for 
3,300 children & young people

After school activities and extra tuition for 
3,300 children & young people

Basic household appliances for 
2,800 homes

Beds & bedding for nearly 
6,500 children

A Practical Solution
Chances for Children grants fund a variety 
of things that all children need, but families 
cannot otherwise afford.

Donors and funders  
of the Chances for  
Children campaign  
have already paid for...





Levelling the playing field: 

During the pandemic children were isolated  
at home, away from school, friends, and wider family. 
Many have had little or no education during the  
lockdowns. Physical exercise was limited.

For some children these experiences have been on top 
of ongoing abuse, neglect, and living in permanently 
stressful homes without the basics most of us take for 
granted. Problems which have themselves been further 
exacerbated by the pandemic and now the cost of living 
crisis. The economic outlook suggests many more 
children will join them.

As these crises continue the true scale of these  
problems will be revealed, as will the growing education 
gap. The next phase of our campaign is about levelling 
the playing field by giving disadvantaged children the 
opportunity to close this gap.

To focus this funding on  
children made even more  
vulnerable by crisis,  
and who are in danger  
of being ‘left behind’

OUR GOALS

the next £10m
To raise another

£10m
within 3-5 years

To improve educational  
engagement for another

10,000+ children 
and young people



The Opportunity
•	 A Chances for Children grant is a small, highly  

targeted gift, which can move a family beyond  
a crisis, towards a turning point in their lives.

•	 This Campaign presents a simple, direct  
and effective way for donors to change  
children’s lives in the UK. There is no other  
campaign or organisation in the UK creating 
change on this scale and so immediately  
for the children who need it.

•	 Chances for Children Grants are 
expertly administered by Buttle UK.

•	 The grants are designed to help local  
services increase the impact of their  
own work with families.

•	 Due to the legacy left by founder Frank  
Buttle, all administration costs are covered  
so 100% of a donation can go directly to  
children and young people that need it.



Creating great partnerships
In raising the first £10m we have built a number of 
significant corporate partnerships. Our Beds for Kids 
Campaign, for example, brought together The Sun  
and Dreams Beds. Dreams donated £380,000 worth  
of beds to vulnerable children across the UK and The 
Sun provided the media platform, with an equivalent 
value in advertising to Dreams’ donation. Buttle UK 
benefitted from the awareness achieved. A win  
win partnership.

Beds for Kids ran for 4 weeks with editorial and  
advertising coverage in the newspaper and online. 
Video content produced for The Sun’s social media 
platforms included testimonials from those supported, 
as well as a celebrity appeal featuring Davina McCall, 
Alex Jones, Richard Arnold, Eamonn Holmes, Ruth 
Langsford and Anton du Beke.

Individual donations from The Sun  
readers provided an additional £10,000.



Nite, nite..

..sleep tight
WE spend a third of our lives asleep. 
According to Dreams Beds, the average Brit 
clocks up seven hours and 35 minutes in bed 
every night. Research has shown that sleep 
lowers blood pressure, regulates the immune 
system, balances hormones, improves 
memory and helps to keep our focus sharp. 

For kids, sleep is even more important. 
Studies have revealed that children who get 
more rest at night perform better at maths, 

science and reading. Sleeping is essential to 
a child’s development. Most children need 
at least nine hours’ sleep every night to be 
happy and healthy. 

Yet 400,000 kids in this country currently do
not have a proper bed of their own to sleep 
in. They are forced to share with parents, 
sleep on sofas or even the floor. That’s why 

The Sun has teamed up with the charity 
Buttle UK’s Chances for Children campaign, 
and Dreams Beds, to help solve Britain’s 
growing bed crisis. Our Beds for Kids 
campaign will help to donate beds to those 
kids who do not have one.

In this special four-page pullout, The Sun 
chats to a sleep expert about your child’s 
sleep needs, and we answer all your 
questions on battles over bedtime.

By RUTH HARRISON

KIDS’ SWEET DREAMS GUIDE

4-PAGE 
SPECIAL 
PULLOUT

It was time for maths
But as friends passed the test,

Poor sleepy Simon was having a rest.

That’s no place to sleep!

Everyone changed to play football
But as the other kids scored,

Poor sleepy Simon, he snored and he snored.

That’s no place to sleep!
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Museum
crash rap
AN UBER driver who
injured 11 people when he
crashed outside London’s
Natural History Museum
allegedly used false docu-
ments to get work. 

Juma Ali Omar, 47,
sparked fears of a terror
attack last October. 

The Nigerian, of Barking,
East London, is charged
with dangerous driving
and having a fake pass-
port and licences. He will
enter pleas at Isleworth
crown court next month. 

PANIC OF THE APES
The last 800 Tapanuli

orangutans, only found in
2017, may be wiped out by
an Indonesia dam project.

MUM HEADBUTT 
AT KIDS’ PARTY
A MOTHER headbutted another
mum at a kids’ birthday party
after they swapped insults about
being fat, a court heard.

Kelsie Ormond, 24, suffered a bro-
ken nose in the row with Faye Jen-
kins, 28, at a soft play centre.

Jenkins had been telling off Miss
Ormond’s seven-year-old niece for
falling out with her daughter.

When Jenkins was confronted
by the girl’s mum — Miss
Ormond’s sister — she is said
to have told her to “f*** off”
and made the “fat” comments.

Miss Ormond told magis-
trates: “My niece was upset due
to a woman having a go at

her. My sister went to speak to her
and there was an argument.

“I told my sister to leave it. When
we went to walk off Jenkins made a
comment about my sister’s weight. I
said her comments were not nice and

she should look at herself.
“Jenkins then stood up and

headbutted me in the face.”
Prosecutor Catherine Miles

told Haverfordwest JPs that
civil servant Miss Ormond
had “a fractured nose which
required manipulation and
has since needed treatment”.

Jenkins, who said she acted
in self-defence, was cleared
of assault causing ABH.

By ALEX WEST

Broken nose . . . Kelsie

Half a million British 
children don’t have 
a bed of their own, 

they need your help 

By RUTH HARRISON

THERE are few things that
shock Judge Rinder.

From money laundering to
international fraud, the criminal
barrister turned TV judge has
worked on some eye-opening
legal battles.

But he was horrified to learn that
400,000 British children do not have
a bed of their own to sleep in.

Judge Rinder says: “It’s a number
that in the First World — in an
advanced economy — should make us
all think, ‘How can we solve this?’ If
it doesn’t make you ask that question,
you’ve got a problem.

“When I first heard the figure, it
gripped me. It made me want to be
a part of the community determined
to make a change.”

That is why the 39-year-old Sun
columnist is backing our Beds for
Kids campaign to support desperate
families. 

Alongside Dreams Beds and charity
Buttle UK’s Chances for Children
campaign, we are asking YOU to help
raise money for those youngsters who
do not have a bed.

Without somewhere to get a good
night’s sleep, a child’s physical and
emotional wellbeing suffers — as well
as their education.

Children aged five to 11 need to be
clocking up between ten and 12
hours of sleep a night, while
teenagers benefit from sleeping from
eight to ten hours.

Research shows those who get more
sleep perform better at maths,
science and reading.

‘Without this charity
the help isn’t there”

Not getting enough shut-eye can
affect their mood, focus and cause
them to become irritable, clumsy and
make mistakes.

Judge Rinder says: “If you don’t
sleep before going to school, you
don’t get proper rest.

“It can affect every facet of
educational, emotional and practical
achievement.

“Providing something as basic as a
bed can have a massive effect on a
young person’s life.”

The judge first became involved
with the grant-giving charity Buttle
UK four years ago and is a patron.

He ran the London Marathon in
2016, raising cash for the charity after
crossing the finish line in 3hr 16min.

The fitness fan admits that was not
his fastest time, because he had to
stop for selfies along the route.

He says: “I hadn’t heard of Buttle
UK when I first got involved.

“A lot of people make the
understandable assumption that local
authorities or other bodies will
provide basic items such as a bed.

“There is a flawed assumption that
this support exists already in the
community. But without this charity,
the help isn’t there.”

More UK children are being
brought up in poverty than at any
other time in the past ten years.
There are 4.1million of them across
the UK living below the breadline.

Some of those without a bed are
forced to sleep on the floor or sofa,
while others share with their parents.

Over the past ten years Buttle UK,
which was founded in 1953 by Rev
Frank Buttle, has been a lifeline for

thousands of families and young
people in need. It has provided 18,885
washing machines, 16,564 cookers and
13,311 children’s beds. 

Last year alone it gave out 12,500
grants, totalling £4.6million. 

Judge Rinder believes something as
simple as a bed for a child to get a
proper night’s sleep, or a laptop to
help a young person finish college,
can have a huge impact. 

He says: “When I started as a
barrister, I used to deal with a lot of
youth court cases and met young
people in crisis. 

“In our lives, most people have
somebody they can call on to help
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FRANK’S 
LEGACY

Says JUDGE RINDER

FRANK BUTTLE made it his 
mission to raise £1million and 
“launch 1,000 children each 
year out of poverty”.

The East End clergyman, who
was born in 1878, bought shares
and undesirable properties to 
help make the money.

With an eye for a bargain, the
entrepreneur bought part of 
Exeter Cathedral for £50 and 
was able to call himself a 
Canon, something he believed 
would help with his fundraising. 

Frank never married and 
invested his funds wisely.

But the time spent living with
the poor at his crumbling 
vicarage in Haggerston cost 
him his life, when a toxic smog 
descended on the capital in 
1952 and he became ill.

Frank died on February 11, 
1953, from bronchopneumonia 
and malnutrition. 

At the time of his death, aged
74, he had left £923,265 to the 
Buttle Trust. 

Since then, the small charity
with a big heart has helped 
thousands of children in crisis 
across the UK.

Decades later and the need 
for Buttle UK and its Chances 
for Children campaign is 
greater than ever.

There are more kids living in
poverty than at any other time in 
the past ten years. 

It is something Frank would 
be shocked to hear. 

DEDICATED . . . Rev Buttle
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Half a million British 
children don’t have 
a bed of their own, 

they need your help 
with the basics. Yet there are tens
of thousands of young people that
don’t. Small things can be totally
and utterly life-changing.

“Very often, when children find
themselves in trouble, there are
infinite numbers of moments when
communities could have helped.

‘You can make
the difference’

“That little bit of intervention can
just nudge them in a different
direction. That’s what the charity
and this campaign can do.”

The judge, who competed in

BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing in
2016, was raised by mum Angela
and shared a bedroom with his
brother until he was 13. 

He says: “I didn’t really suit the
condition of childhood terribly well.
I was eight going on 42.”

Although scathing of the Eighties
decor, the judge remembers his
childhood bedroom fondly. 

Judge Rinder says: “I felt
comfortable there.

“My room was a safe space. I
could do my homework in it and I
could read. 

“It was my place. And having a
place for a young person is
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HOW YOU 
CAN HELP

Says JUDGE RINDER 3. Buy this 
charity book

THERE are 400,000 children in the UK 
who do not have a bed.

Without somewhere to rest their head,
bedtime routines become difficult, stress 
levels rise and getting a good night’s 
sleep is almost impossible.

Over the past five years, Dreams Beds
has provided Buttle UK with nearly 10,000 
children’s beds to those families in 
desperate need. 

Shockingly, the number of beds 
supplied during that time has risen by 
77 per cent. 

So how can YOU help some of our most
vulnerable children?

Below are three ways you can support
our Beds for Kids campaign.

FOR every bed or mattress bought from 
Dreams Beds stores across the country, 
one will be donated to Chances for 
Children. 

Simply take the voucher below into any
Dreams Beds store when you buy a bed or 
mattress and you will be making a big 
difference to a child’s life.

READERS can also donate directly to the 
charity through the Beds for Kids page at 
mydonate.bt.com/charities/bedsforkids 
or via your Sun Savers wallet.

YOU can also buy a copy of the specially 
created book, That’s No Place To Sleep.

It tells the story of Sleepy Simon’s quest
for a bed to sleep in. All proceeds from 
the book go straight to the charity and 
you can buy a copy in all Dreams Beds 
stores from Monday, May 14. 

Find your nearest Dreams Beds store at
dreams.co.uk/storelocator.

2. Donate to
the campaign

1. Buy a bed
from Dreams

For every bed or mattress purchased from a
Dreams store, Dreams will donate a child’s
bed to Buttle UK’s Chances for Children
campaign. Starts on Saturday, May 5 and will
end when 3,000 beds have been donated.
Vouchers can only be used in store. Please
present voucher at time of purchase. 18 and
over, UK only. Excludes NI. Full T&Cs can be
found at: dreams.co.uk/bedsforkids-t-and-c.
Promoter is Dreams Limited, Knaves Beech,
High Wycombe, HP10 9YU.

enormous.” Now, Judge Rinder
wants the army of generous
Sun readers to back our Beds for
Kids campaign.

He says: “If you are able
to help with the campaign,
you can make the
difference between a
life lived
in underachievement
and someone who
goes on to achieve
amazing things.

“Do something
small — change
someone’s life
completely.”

NIGHT, NIGHT, SLEEP TIGHT:    DON’T MISS 4-PAGE PULLOUT TODAY
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MORE children are living in 
relative poverty than at any 
other time in the past ten 
years, with 4.1million 
children across the UK 
living below the breadline. 

There are 400,000 kids in 
this country who do not 
have a bed of their own.

These shocking statistics 
will come as no surprise to 
desperate mums and dads 
in crisis, who have turned 
to charity Buttle UK’s 

Chances for Children 
campaign. 

Over the past ten years, 
the grant-giving charity has 
been a lifeline to thousands 
of families and young 
people in need. 

Now, YOU can help, too, 
with our great Beds For 
Kids campaign.

Here, RUTH HARRISON 
talks to four mums about 
how the gift of a bed 
turned their life around.

FOR 18 months, Sylvia Johnson, 35, 
woke up in the morning to find her 
youngest son Daniel, 11, lying on the 
floor in a sleeping bag.

His big brother, Quentin, 13, would be
curled up on the sofa, groggy and 
irritable after a terrible night’s sleep.

With no money to replace her two 
boys’ broken beds, Sylvia – who suffers 
from rheumatic pain and cannot work – 
felt like she was not doing her job 
properly as a mother.

Sylvia, of St Austell, Cornwall, says:

6MY children had third-hand beds
that became unbearable for them. So

Quentin felt happier sleeping on the sofa,
while Daniel chose to sleep on the floor.

He’d pile cushions on top of one another
to make it more comfortable and fell
asleep in a sleeping bag. 

Quentin was angry and irritable and the
two of them would argue all the time
because they were so tired.

Both are bright and their schoolwork
suffered. They were constantly late for
school and Quentin started to take time off
because he was so exhausted. His mood
suffered and he started to get depressed.

Every night, I was so stressed. I didn’t
know where Daniel was going to sleep –
the chair or the floor? I knew I had to tell

someone but I was scared and felt like I
wasn’t doing my job. I worried people
would judge me or take my kids away.

But I was losing my mind so I told the
school and was referred to the charity in
June last year. I know people take having a
bed for granted but sleep is so important
to a child’s health and education.

Now with their new beds, Quentin is in
the top set for maths, science and English.

Daniel has gained more confidence and
he’s doing much better at school.

My sons have their own space and don’t
argue anywhere near as much.

It’s not shameful to need help and to ask
for it. Some people think there’s no such
thing as poverty in this country but they
have no idea.

This gift has changed our lives. Because
someone was willing to help me and not
judge us, I’ve been able to ask for help in
other areas of my life.

I feel like we can move forward and 7am more positive about our future. 

EMILIA slept in her mum’s bed for more 
than two years. But last November, 
Buttle UK delivered a new bed and 
mattress to the family home in South 
London, where seven-year-old Emilia 
lives with mum Lottie Woodman.

Lottie, 45, believes it changed her 
daughter’s life, and says:

6WHEN Emilia grew out of her toddler
bed, I didn’t have the money to replace

it. I have osteoarthritis and cannot work. If I
have to buy new school shoes, I decide
what bills I can’t pay. 

I shared a bed with Emilia for more than
two years and in that time I barely slept.
Every time she moved, I’d wake up and it
took me hours to get back to sleep. In

November 2017, I was referred to the char-
ity by my support worker.

Within days, I received a message about
a bed that was going to be delivered. The
charity was a lifeline for me and Emilia.

I know so many families in need – one
friend puts her three children to sleep in a
single bed each night. Children shouldn’t
be living this way.

Thankfully Emilia now has the space to
dream. Without Buttle UK this wouldn’t 7have happened.
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‘The charity was 
my family’s lifeline’

‘I felt a failure as
a mum...this has 

changed our lives’

RISE AND 
SHINING . . . 

Sylvia with sons 
Quentin, left, 

and Daniel

It’s Lake 
currency
THE Lake District has
launched its own cur-
rency in a bid to boost
trade and tourism.

The Lake District
Pound (LD£) features
notes equivalent to £1, £5,
£10 and £20.

They have the same
value as sterling and fea-
ture local figures includ-
ing Beatrix Potter and
William Wordsworth.

The notes, which can
only be spent locally, are
valid for 12 months before
new ones are printed.

BUST BUDS
Brits reckon they have

enough friends by the
age of 34, with 11 the
ideal number, a poll by
Rescue Remedy found. 

FINGERPRINT SCAN 
TO AVOID STROKES
FINGERPRINT scanners are
bring rolled out across the NHS
to stop up to 3,650 strokes a year.

Six thousand devices will be given
to GP practices and clinics to detect
irregular heart rhythms. 

Health chiefs plan to identify 130,000
new cases and save £81million in
associated costs.

The scanners produce
an ECG that checks the
heart’s rhythm.

Another device being
introduced can be attached
to a smartphone to produce
a medical-standard report
in 30 seconds to detect an
irregular heart beat.

A million people in the UK

are affected by the condition — atrial
fibrillation — and an additional
400,000 are undiagnosed. It is respon-
sible for one in five strokes.

Professor Steve Powis, medical
director of NHS England, said:

“Cardiovascular disease
kills more people in this
country than anything else,
but there are steps we can
all take to prevent it.

“These innovations have
potential to prevent thou-
sands of strokes each year.

“We are also encouraging
people to learn how to

check their own pulse so we
can catch even more cases.”

EXCLUSIVE by RYAN SABEY

400K
Brits have an 

irregular heart 
rhythm but are 

undiagnosed

18+ UK residents only (excludes Isle of Man & Channel Islands). T&Cs apply, see thesun.co.uk/superdays. Code collect 28/04/18 - 15/05/18

Now simply collect 9 codes
with  to pick your date
JOIN TODAY AT SUNSAVERS.CO.UK OR DOWNLOAD THE FREE APP

TO JOIN
LAST CHANCE

TOMORROW
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THAT’S
BEDDER!

HOW YOU 
CAN HELP

3. Buy this 
charity book

THERE are three ways to get involved with 
our Beds for Kids campaign – and YOUR 
support will make all the difference.

Without somewhere to rest their head,
bedtime routines become difficult, stress 
levels rise and getting a good night’s 
sleep is almost impossible.

Over the past five years, Dreams Beds
has provided Buttle UK with nearly 10,000 
children’s beds to those families in 
desperate need. 

Shockingly, the number of beds 
supplied during that time has risen by 
77 per cent. 

Find out below how you can help some
of our most vulnerable children.

FOR every bed or mattress bought from 
Dreams Beds stores across the country, 
one will be donated to Chances for 
Children. 

Simply take the voucher below into any
Dreams Beds store when you buy a bed or 
mattress and you will be making a big 
difference to a child’s life.

READERS can also donate directly to the 
charity through the Beds for Kids page at 
mydonate.bt.com/charities/bedsforkids 
or via your Sun Savers wallet.

YOU can also buy a copy of the specially 
created book, That’s No Place To Sleep.

It tells the story of Sleepy Simon’s quest
for a bed to sleep in. All proceeds from 
the book go straight to the charity and 
you can buy a copy in all Dreams Beds 
stores from Monday, May 14. 

Find your nearest Dreams Beds store at
dreams.co.uk/storelocator.

2. Donate to
the campaign

1. Buy a bed
from Dreams

For every bed or mattress purchased from a
Dreams store, Dreams will donate a child’s
bed to Buttle UK’s Chances for Children
campaign. Starts on Saturday, May 5 and will
end when 3,000 beds have been donated.
Vouchers can only be used in store. Please
present voucher at time of purchase. 18 and
over, UK only. Excludes NI. Full T&Cs can be
found at: dreams.co.uk/bedsforkids-t-and-c.
Promoter is Dreams Limited, Knaves Beech,
High Wycombe, HP10 9YU.MUM-of-one Siobhan Flynn, 

32, shared a bed with her nine-
year-old son Joseph for almost 
a year after she could not afford 
to replace his broken one. 

Siobhan, inset, who lives near 
Rochester, Kent, says:

6 JOSEPH has autism. Sometimes
I don’t think he knows why

he doesn’t want to do something
and he finds it hard to verbalise
his needs.

He had barely slept in his own bed
when it broke in August 2016. It was
poorly made and uncomfortable,
and Joseph refused to sleep in it.

I’d ask him ques-
tions and jokingly
say, “Even Super-
man sleeps in his
own bed,” but he
found it difficult to be
there alone.

The company
refused to replace his
bed and wanted to
send an engineer to
check if there was a
fault. But I was wor-
ried they would tear it
apart and leave it in a
worse condition, so I refused.

I didn’t have enough money to
buy another so Joseph ended up in
bed with me. It was hard.

He’d hog the covers and I’d
always end up with no space, with
either an arm or leg thrown over me,
and it affected our sleep.

Joseph finds it difficult to go to
sleep at a normal time and usually
drifts off around midnight. It doesn’t
matter if I read him a story, put him in

‘My boy used 
to fall asleep
in class – but 
not any more’

‘Our nightmare 
share is over’

SINGLE mum Emma Ross couldn’t 
afford to replace her sons’ bunk 
beds when they broke last year. 

Emma, 38, was forced to share a
bed with her sons Daniel, 13, and 
Christopher, six, for four weeks, 
while daughter Emily, 11, slept in the
room next door. The barber, from 
Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, says: 

6WHEN we moved house last
November, the boys’ bunk beds

got damaged. When you’re a single
parent who works part-time, you
allow for day-to-day expenses but
not that kind of money. 

The three of us slept in my bed for
four weeks and it was a nightmare.

Daniel was grumpy when he woke
up and teachers started to notice

how tired Christopher was at school.
I couldn’t tell them the truth so I just
said he was going to bed too late. 

Daniel moved in with my parents
until I was able to sort out a new
bed. I got in touch with Buttle UK and
they delivered new bunk beds within
four weeks.

I felt as if a huge weight had been
lifted off my shoulders. The kids
were over the moon and now wake
up fresh for school.

I don’t know what I would have 7done without the charity’s help.

SUN CAMPAIGN   TO GIVE EVERY KID A PLACE TO SLEEP

his pyjamas or give him a nice bath,
Joseph reminds me of a mobile
phone battery. He’s not going to
switch off at 25 per cent, he needs
to wind down completely. He is
often tired at school and has fallen

asleep in class but I
can’t force him to go
to sleep.

It was almost a
year living like this
before I applied for a
new bed and mat-
tress – and I don’t
know what I would
have done without
the charity’s help.

Perhaps I’d still be
in the same position
because £400 for a
new bed and mat-
tress is a huge

amount of money to me. 
There were no other options.

Nowadays, Joseph still doesn’t
sleep in his own bed as much as
I would like.

He doesn’t like being alone and
hates the dark but it’s important he
feels independent.

Knowing he has his own safe
and secure bed to sleep in is a
huge relief. Kids need breathing 7space of their own.

BUNK UP . . . 
Christopher, 
far right, and 
Daniel with 
mum Emma

LAND OF 
NOD . . .

sleeping child

"



Creating fantastic events
Through the hard work of our Campaign  
Board we have been able to put on a range  
of incredible events. This has included  
intimate dinners in London, Glasgow and the 
Cotswolds as well as gala events at Liverpool 
Cathedral and the News Building, with its 
incredible views of the London skyline.

This latter event, hosted by News UK,  
involved a private concert by pop legend  
Gary Barlow, while Richard Arnold hosted a 
Q&A with Strictly Come Dancing stars Anton 
Du Beke, Louise Redknapp and Robert Rinder. 

It raised 
an amazing  
£220,000
These types of events have not only helped 
us to raise funds but also awareness of our 
Chances for Children Campaign to new and 
wider audiences.

Gary Barlow has agreed to perform again  
for us, at another News UK hosted dinner



The role of trusts & foundations
Grants and donations from trusts and foundations  
have been critical to us achieving the first £10m.  
The relationships we have established over the first  
years of the Campaign became particularly important  
when the COVID 19 crisis struck.

As a trusted distributor of funds we have been able  
to support the charitable and philanthropic goals of  
a wide range of funders in their own response to the  
crisis. We have done this by getting support directly  
into families’ homes at pace, at scale and with no  
additional administrative costs to the funder.

The total raised in response to the COVID-19 crisis  
was £3.9m alone, which included a significant grant  
of £2m from the National Lottery Community Fund  
and £650,000 from Comic Relief, as well as many  
other individual and corporate donations.



Argo Global 

Ajaz.org

Asda

Band Trust

Barclays

Billington Group 

City Bridge Trust 

Clothworkers’ Foundation 

Colin Crawshaw 

Comic Relief 

Cyril Taylor  
Charitable Foundation 

Denbighshire Foyer 

Dreams Beds 

Dulverton Trust 

Edward Gostling Foundation 

Eleanor Hamilton  
Educational Trust

Garfield Weston Foundation 

Graphite Capital 

Italian Job Rally 

Jefferies Financial Group

Kidly 

KPMG Foundation 

London & Capital  
Foundation Lund Trust 

The Beacon Owl Trust 

Mat Waugh

Masonic Charitable Foundation 

Millhills Charitable Trust 

National Lottery  
Community Fund 

News UK 

People’s Postcode Lottery 

Pinebridge Investments

Robert Rinder

Schroder Foundation 

Sobell Foundation 

Steve Morgan Foundation 

The Taylor Family Foundation

Key supporters 
of the Campaign
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“Three years ago in December I accessed your services - a 
young person coming from a hostel hoping to get some help 
with university supplies as well as tools for living. I was 18, I 
was homeless, poor and vulnerable having struggled with 
mental health problems in the past. The support that your 
services gave me made the biggest difference in my life, you 
were the difference between me becoming another statistic 
and where I am now, a person with a home, a degree and 
friends that I made at university.

I was always so afraid that I would amount to nothing and  
that if my own parents did not see me as worthy, who will? 
You saw me, you saw my case and you listened. You provided 
all the things I needed to make this moment possible and if 
I could I would invite Frank Buttle himself to see me walk on 
that graduation stage.

Today I am 21, I am now a mental health nurse and refer my 
patients to you, and sometimes that’s so wild to me because 
at one point I was the referral but what I am trying to say is 
that you are a fantastic service and thank you for all that you 
do and have done. Estranged kids don’t have much support 
but you gave that, and now look what you’ve done for me.

The difference a grant can make

Thank you, Thank you.”



people have been going without basics 
such as meals, showers and heating,  
according to research in 2022.

There were

That’s
living in poverty in the UK in 2020-2021. 
3.9m children

27% of children.

Almost

have been driven into poverty by the COVID crisis.
700,000 children

Around

7.2m

Disadvantaged pupils in England were

behind their peers by the time they finished  
their GCSEs even before the pandemic.

18 months of learning

About

between 1.1 million and 1.8 million,  
do not have access to a laptop, desktop  
or tablet at home, according to Ofcom.

9% of children in the UK

growing up in poverty live in a household 
where at least one person works.

75% of children

children and young people had a probable 
mental health problem in 2020, a rise from 
one in nine in 2017 according to NHS Digital 
and The Office for National Statistics.

1 in 6

Key Statistics
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